MINUTES OF THE
EAST COVENTRY TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING HELD APRIL 09, 2026
(Approved May 14, 2026)

The Planning Commission held its regular meeting on April 09, 2026. Present for the meeting were
Larry Tietjen, Chair; Lance Parson, Vice Chair; Paul Lacon; and Meaghan Wright. Also present were
Fugene Briggs, Township Manager; Karen Cumens, Assistant Township Secretary; Mark Hosterman,
Township Solicitor; Carol Clark was absent.

Mr. Tietjen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and the pledge was recited.

1. Minutes.

A. Consideration of Approving the February 12, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes.

Ms. Wright made a motion to approve the February 12, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes. Mr.
Parson seconded the motion. Mr. Tietjen called for a vote and the motion passed 4-0-0.

2. Subdivision and Land Development Application.
A. None Brough Before the Planning Commission.

3. Conditional Use Application.

A. Consideration of Conditional Use Application BOS 26-001 — 952 Bethel Church Road — Bethel
United Methodist Church for an Electronic Variable Message Sign.

Mr. Hosterman advised the Committee that the Application appears to meet all conditional use
requirements, and that this matter is scheduled for hearing before the Board of Supervisors on
April 13, 2026.

Ms. Wright commented on the timing for the electronic variable message sign.

There was no public comment.
Ms. Wright made a motion to recommend that the Board of Supervisors approve Conditional
Use Application BOS-26-001 — 952 Bethel United Methodist Church for an electronic variable

message sign. Mr. Parson seconded the motion. Mr. Tietjen called for a vote and the motion
passed 4-0-0.

4. Public Comment.
Peter Kovacic — Schoolhouse Road: Commented on single trash haulers.

Mr. Parson commented on several articles he had provided for the Agenda Packet regarding data
centers.

Mr. Tietjen commented on the seminar he had recently attended regarding data centers.



5. Other Business.

A. Receive an Update on the Historical Commission.

Mr. Tietjen advised that the Historical Commission does not meet again until next Tuesday;
therefore, there is currently nothing to report.

B. Receive an Update on the Pottstown Metropolitan Regional Planning Committee’s Draft
Pottstown Metropolitan Regional Comprehensive Plan.

Marley Bice, Montgomery County Planning Commission, provided a Power Point presentation
of the draft of the 2025 Pottstown Metropolitan Region Comprehensive Plan. She advised that
the Pottstown Regional Planning Committee has been working on the draft for the past two
years, and that the draft Plan is currently in its 45-day review period. All municipalities making
up the Pottstown Metropolitan Region must adopt the draft before the Plan is official. There
are no significant deviations from the current plan. In response to a question from Mr. Lacon,
Ms. Bice reported that any future passenger rail system is expected to use existing
infrastructure owned by Norfolk Southern Railway rather than build a new rail system along
Route 422.

No action was required by the Commission.

C. Consideration of Authorizing the Planning Commission Chair to Send a Letter to the Board of
Supervisors Chair Supporting the Township’s Submission of a Grant Application for Round
38 of the Chester County Municipal Grant Program to Partially Fund the Towpath Park Boat
Ramp and Kayak Launch Project.

Mr. Briggs provided a summary of the project.

Ms. Wright made a motion to authorize the Planning Commission Chair to send a letter to the
Board of Supervisors Chair supporting the Township’s submission of a grant application for
Round 38 of the Chester County Municipal Grant Program to partially fund the Towpath Park
Boar Ramp and Kayak Launch Program. Mr. Parson seconded the motion. Mr. Tietjen called
for a vote and the motion passed 4-0-0.

6. Adjournment.

Mr. Tietjen made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 p.m. Ms. Wright seconded the motion.
Mr. Tietjen called for a vote and the motion passed 4-0-0.

Respectfully submitted,

UMINV
Karen E. Cumens,
Assistant Township Secretary



