MINUTES OF THE
EAST COVENTRY TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS REGULAR MEETING
HELD ON MONDAY, APRIL 13, 2026
(Approved May 11, 2026)

The Board of Supervisors (Board) held a regular meeting on Monday, April 13, 2026. The following
Supervisors were in attendance for the meeting: Catharine Small, Chair; Meaghan Wright, Vice Chair;
Anthony Duffy; Michael Albert Moyer; and Illeana Casiano-Vazquez. Also in attendance were Eugene
Briggs, Township Manager; Rochelle Gresh, Finance Director; William Mossman, Chief of Police; David
Rishel, Public Works Director; Karen Cumens, Assistant Township Secretary; Mark Hosterman,
Township Solicitor; Brady Flaharty, Township Engineer; and Michael Cosentino, Township Zoning
Official.

Ms. Small called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Mr. Hosterman reported that the Board met in executive session at 6:00 p.m. for the purpose of discussing
several personnel matters; the potential acquisition of the property located at 100 Maack Road; an update
on the sewer sale; and privileged legal advice of counsel regarding the 952 Bethel Church Road
Conditional Use Application, two Zoning Hearing Board Applications on the Agenda; potential Zoning
Ordinance amendments; and the 247 Bishop Road Zoning Hearing Board Application.

Swearing in of Special Fire Police Officer John Young.

Ms. Small conducted the swearing in of John Young as a Special Fire Police Officer.

Swearing in of Special Fire Police Officer George Ross.

Ms. Small conducted the swearing in of George Ross as a Special Fire Police Officer.

1. Public Hearings.

A. Public Hearing on Conditional Use Application BOS 26-001 — 952 Bethel Church Road —
Bethel United Methodist Church for an Electronic Variable Message Sign.

Mr. Hosterman opened the hearing at 7:11 p.m.

Jeffrey A. Wynn, Trustee of Bethel United Methodist Church, was sworn in on behalf of the
Applicant and provided with copies of the Township’s Exhibits. Teresa Miller, Trustee of
Bethel United Methodist Church, requested party status in support of the Conditional Use
Application. Mr. Wynn testified that he was familiar with the Conditional Use Application;
the sign was in compliance with all criteria of the Zoning Ordinance; with the electronic
variable message sign will be operated in accordance with the requirements of the Zoning
Ordinance for a variable messaging sign.

There were no questions from the Board of Supervisors for the Applicant.

There were no questions from the public for the Applicant.
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Bill Haggerty — Do-Jan Drive: Commented in opposition of the electronic variable sign, raising
light, location and traffic safety concerns.

Michael Cosentino, Jr., Township Zoning Official, was sworn in and testified that he had
reviewed the electronic variable sign, and it is currently in compliance with all criteria of the
Zoning Ordinances regarding electronic variable signs; that there are operational requirements
in the Zoning Ordinance; there are certain levels of brightness which cannot be exceeded; and
that he will check to ensure the sign is in compliance with timing and brightness requirements.

Mr. Duffy commented on a report of Mr. Cosentino’s findings being submitted to either the
Board or the Township Manager.

There were no further comments either in support or opposition of the Application.
Mr. Hosterman closed the hearing at 7:18 p.m. and read the proposed Decision and Order.
Mr. Moyer made a motion to grant Conditional Use Application BOS-26-001 — 952 Bethel
Church Road — Bethel United Methodist Church for an electronic variable message sign. Mr.
Duffy seconded the motion. Mr. Hosterman called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

B. Public Hearing on Expenditure of $115.000 Open Space Funds for the Purchase of a Property

Located at 100 Maack Road of 2.9 +/- Acres and Consideration of Resolution 2026-08
Authorizing Said Expenditures.

Ms. Small made a motion to table the public hearing on expenditure of $115,000 Open Space
funds for the purchase of a property located at 100 Maack Road of 2.9 +/- acres and
consideration of Resolution 2026-08 authorizing said expenditures. Mr. Moyer seconded the
motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

2. Ordinances and Resolution.

A. Consideration of Resolution No. 2026-10 Authorizing the Submission of a Grant Application
for Round 38 of the Chester County Municipal Grant Program. Requesting $250.000 to
Partially Fund the Towpath Park Boat Ramp and Kavak Launch Project.

Ms. Small introduced this item, which had been jointly recommended by the Open Space
Committee and the Parks, Recreation and Conservation Committee. Mr. Briggs reported that
$650,000 of the $1.4 million project cost has been secured and that the funding strategy in
place includes the expenditure of $150,000 in Open Space funds.

There was no comment by the Board of Supervisors.

There was no public comment.

Mr. Moyer made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2026-10 authorizing the submission of
a grant application for Round 38 of the Chester County Municipal Grant Program, requesting

$250,000 to partially fund the Towpath Park Boat Ramp and Kayak Launch Project. Ms.
Wright seconded the motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.
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B. Consideration of Resolution No. 2026-11 Appointing Delegates to Serve as Tax Collection
Committee Representatives for East Coventry Township.

Ms. Small introduced this matter, and advised that Mr. Moyer will be the Primary Voting
Delegate and Ms. Wright will be the First Alternate Voting Delegate.

Ms. Casiano-Vazquez made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-11 appointing delegates to
serve as Tax Collection Committee representatives for East Coventry Township. Ms. Small
seconded the motion and called for a vote. The motion passed 5-0-0.

C. Consideration of Resolution No. 2026-12 Approving, Adopting, and Authorizing the
Submission of the Parker Ford Area Act 537 Special Study Dated April 2026 to the
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection.

Mr. Briggs provided background on this item. Bill Bohner of AARO Consulting was present.
There was no comment by the Board of Supervisors,

There was no public comment.

Mr. Duffy made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-12 approving, adopting and authorizing
the submission of the Parker Ford Area Act 537 Special Study dated April 2026 to the
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection. Ms. Wright seconded the motion. Ms.

Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

3. Minutes.

A. Consideration of Approving the March 09, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes.

Ms. Wright made a motion to approve the March 09, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes. Ms.
Casiano-Vazquez seconded the motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-
0-0.

4. Reports.

A. Consideration of Accepting the Township Manager’s Report.

1. Consideration of Submitting a Delaware Valley Trusts Annual Risk Control Grant Program
Application in the Amount of $2.400 for the Removal of a Large Ash Tree at the Entrance
to Towpath Park.

Mr. Briggs presented this item.

Ms. Wright questioned whether there is a risk of the tree falling down. Mr. Briggs indicated
that the tree is showing signs of rot.

Ms. Casiano-Vazquez questioned whether there was any other use for these grant funds.
Mr. Briggs indicated not at this time.
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Mr. Rishel commented that the Public Works Department removes as many trees as they
are able, but they cannot remove this tree due to its size, condition and location.

Ms. Casiano-Vazquez made a motion to submit a Delaware Valley Trusts Annual Risk
Control Grant Program Application in the amount of $2,400 for the removal of a large ash
tree at the entrance to Towpath Park. Mr. Moyer seconded the motion. Ms. Small called
for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

2. Consideration of Submitting a Delaware Valley Trusts Annual Risk Control Grant Program
Application in the Amount of $199.98 for Police Department Training Mats.

Mr. Briggs presented this item, and reported that the Police Department is required to have
fall training.

Ms. Wright made a motion to submit a Delaware Valley Trusts Annual Risk Control Grant
Program Application in the amount of $199.98 for Police Department training mats. Ms.
Casiano-Vazquez seconded the motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed
5-0-0.

3. Consideration to Retroactively Approve the Submission of a Grant Application for the
Pottstown Regional Community Foundation’s Spring 2026 Capacity Building Grant
Program, Requesting $50.000 to Partially Fund the Towpath Park Boat Ramp and Kayak
Launch Project.

Mr. Briggs introduced this item, and explained that the grant application had already been
submitted so as not to miss the application window. This item is part of the overall funding
strategy for the Towpath Park Boat Ramp and Kayak Launch Project.

There was no comment by the Board of Supervisors.
There was no public comment.

Ms. Wright made a motion to retroactively approve the submission of a grant application
for the Pottstown Regional Community Foundation’s Spring 2026 Capacity Building Grant
Program, requesting $50,000 to partially fund the Towpath Park Boat Ramp and Kayak
Launch Project. Ms. Casiano-Vazquez seconded the motion. Ms. Small called for a vote
and the motion passed 5-0-0.

4. Consideration of Approving the Expenditure of $150.000 in Open Space Funds to Increase
the Chance of Being Awarded $250.000 from the Chester County Municipal Grant
Program for the Towpath Park Boat Ramp and Kayak Launch Project.

Mr. Briggs presented this item, and advised that Chester County strongly encourages the
Township to expend its own funds toward the project, which needs to be completed by the
end of 2027; these funds are part of the overall funding strategy for the Towpath Park Boat
Ramp and Kayak Launch Program; the Open Space Committee supports the expenditure
of funds.

Ms. Small commented that there were sufficient monies in the Open Space fund to cover
this expense.
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There was no public comment.

Ms. Wright made a motion to approve the expenditure of $150,000 in Open Space funds
to increase the chance of being awarded $250,000 from the Chester County Municipal
Grant Program for the Towpath Park Boat Ramp and Kayak Launch Program. Ms.
Casiano-Vazquez seconded the motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed
5-0-0. -

5. Consideration of Authorizing the Issuance of the Ellis Woods Road Bridge Rehabilitation
Project Bid Packet.

Mr. Briggs presented this item, and advised that the project is expected to be completed by
the end of October, if all goes well, and that the Owen J. Roberts School District bus lot
has been advised of the impending road closure.

Ms. Small commented that she is in full support of the project and has personally requested
that this project move forward, as it has been funded for several years.

There was no public comment.

Ms. Small made a motion to authorize the issuance of the Ellis Woods Road Bridge
Rehabilitation Project bid packet. Ms. Wright seconded the motion. Ms. Small called for a
vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

6. Consideration of Approving Carroll Engineering Corporation’s Supplemental Agreement
in the Amount of $49.096 for the Ellis Woods Road Bridge Rehabilitation Project.

Mr. Briggs presented this item, and advised that this Agreement supplements the original
agreement with Carroll Engineering from December 2022; the bulk of that amount will go
to cover the costs of construction observation, which had not been included in the original
agreement.

There was no comment by the Board of Supervisors.

There was no public comment.

Mr. Duffy made a motion to approve Carroll Engineering Corporation’s Supplemental
Agreement in the amount of $49,096 for the Ellis Woods Road Bridge Rehabilitation

Project. Ms. Wright seconded the motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion
passed 5-0-0.

7. Receive Notice of a Zoning Hearing Board Vacancy and Accepting Volunteer Position
Applications.

Mr. Briggs presented this item and briefly explained the duties of the Zoning Hearing
Board.

No action was required of the Board.
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Ms. Wright made a motion to accept the Township Manager’s report. Mr. Moyer seconded the
motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

B. Consideration of Accepting the Finance Director’s Report.

Ms. Gresh presented this item and reported that the annual audit has been completed and a
closing meeting has been scheduled for the end of the month; the Liquid Fuels audit will be
completed at the end of the month; the two bank accounts discussed at last month’s meeting
have been closed; the required pension reports (Act 205 and AG385) were completed at the
‘end of March; and that a new format for the sewer invoices has been put in place, which reflects
the total balance due. She thanked Ms. Cumens and Ms. Holland for their help with the sewer
accounts.

Mr. Duffy made a motion to accept the Finance Director’s report. Ms. Wright seconded the
motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

C. Consideration of Accepting the Police Chief’s Report.

Chief Mossman advised that he had been approached by a resident prior to the meeting, with
regard to a social media post regarding the “senior assassins” game. Chief Mossman
discouraged that type of activity due to safety concerns.

1. Consideration of Retroactively Approving the Request for Legislative Funding Assistance
in the Amount of $90.000 from Senator Katie Muth for Purchasing Police Body Cameras
and Upgrading the Existing Police Vehicle Cameras.

Chief Mossman presented this item, and advised that, as the deadline for submitting the
request was unclear, he had already made the request for legislative funding assistance
from Senator Muth. The Police Department does not currently have body cameras.

Ms. Wright commented that this was a good idea.

There was no public comment.

Mr. Moyer made a motion to retroactively approve the request for legislative funding
assistance in the amount of $90,000 from Senator Katie Muth for purchasing police body
cameras and upgrading the existing police vehicle cameras. Ms. Wright seconded the

motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

Ms. Wright made a motion to approve the Police Chief’s report. Ms. Small seconded the
motion and called for a vote. The motion passed 5-0-0.

D. Consideration of Accepting the Public Works Director’s Report.

Mr. Rishel presented this item, and reported that the Public Works Department had put away
the snow and ice equipment, and cleaned/prepared/pruned and mulched all of the parks and
grounds. Mr. Rishel commended Mr. Henry and the Police Department for their work
removing numerous downed trees during the overnight hours of the last weather event, and
thanked all volunteers for their hard work in preparation of the John Doyle 5k Run/Walk and
10k Run.
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1. Consideration of Awarding the 2026 Cape Seal Project Contract for Lubold Road, North
Savanna Drive, South Savanna Drive, Rinehart Road, Brower Lane, Dare Lane, Carriage
House Road, Bayberry Lane, and Ellis Woods Road from 370 Ellis Woods Road to
Schoolhouse Road to Asphalt Maintenance Solutions, LLC in the Amount of $235.305.

Mr. Rishel presented this item and reported that only one bid for the project had been
received, most likely because cape seal is a newer process.

Mr. Duffy commented on the bid amount being within the budgeted amount.

There was no public comment.

Mr. Duffy made a motion to award the 2026 cape seal project contract for Lubold Road,
North Savanna Drive, South Savanna Drive, Rinehart Road, Brower Lane, Dare Lane,
Carriage House Road, Bayberry Lane, and Ellis Woods Road from 370 Ellis Woods Road
to Schoolhouse Road to Asphalt Maintenance Solutions LLC in the amount of $235, 305.

Mr. Moyer seconded the motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

Ms. Wright made a motion to accept the Public Works Director’s report. Ms. Casiano-
Vazquez seconded the motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

E. Consideration of Accepting the Various Consultant, Commission, and Committee Reports.

There were no consultants, or Commission or Committee members present who wanted to
comment on their report.

Ms. Small made a motion to accept the various Consultant, Commission and Committee
Reports. Mr. Moyer seconded the motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed
5-0-0.

5. Zoning Hearing Board Applications.

A. Consideration of Zoning Hearing Board Application 298 — 2568 New Schuylkill Road — CF
Property Investment, LLC. The Application is for a Variance Pursuant to Sections 27-904.B
and 27-1307.A to Allow 27% in Building Coverage Where the Maximum Allowed is 25%, to
Allow a Reduction of the Existing Nonconforming Impervious Surface from 74% to 72.1% in
Impervious Surface Where the Maximum Allowed is 50%, and to Allow Off-street L.oading
Spaces Dimensioned at 9.5 Feet Wide by 30 Feet Long Where the Minimum Required
Dimensions are 14 Feet Wide and 65 Feet Long. The Zoning Hearing Board Meeting Date is

April 29, 2026.

There were no questions or comments by the Board.

Ms. Wright made a motion to take the position to recommend approval of Zoning Hearing
Board Application 298 — 2568 New Schuylkill Road — CF Property Investments, LLC. Ms.
Casiano-Vazquez seconded the motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-
0-0.
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B. Consideration of Zoning Hearing Board Application 299 — 644 Schoolhouse Road — DiBono.
The Application is for a Variance from Section 27-1319.1.A to Allow the Proposed
Agricultural Building for Manure Storage to be Located 19 Feet from the Property Line Where
a Minimum 100-foot Setback is Required. The Zoning Hearing Board Meeting Date is April
29, 2026.

The Board discussed Zoning Hearing Board Application 299. Ms. Casiano-Vazquez
commented that no hardship was listed on the Application.

Don Foy — Wood Lea Road: Commented on the Board’s approval of the Applications.

Mr. Moyer made a motion to take the position to recommend approval of Zoning Hearing
Board Application 299 — 644 Schoolhouse Road — DiBono. Mr. Duffy seconded the motion.
Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed 3-2-0, with Ms. Wright and Ms. Casiano-
Vazquez voting nay.

6. Public Comment.
Dorene Pasekoff — East Coventry Advocacy: Commented on House Bill 586.

Flora Kapp — Parks, Recreation and Conservation Committee: Commented on the John Doyle 5k
Run/Walk and 10k Run; thanked Mr. Hosterman and Mr. Flaharty for their sponsorships; and
thanked Mr. Rishel and Ms. Cumens for their help with the event.

Ms. Small commented on the John Doyle 5k Run/Walk and 10k Run and thanked the Parks,
Recreation and Conservation Committee for their hard work.

Mr. Moyer commented on casual dress for the Board for the months of June, July, August and
September; Ridge Fire Company will no longer be the first precinct voting location as it has been
changed to the Owen J. Roberts District Service Center (932 Sanatoga Road) and provided the
telephone number for Chester County Voter Services (610-344-6410); and requested that
PennDOT be contacted to perform a traffic study at the Ellis Woods and Bethel Church Roads
intersection due to the number of accidents at that location.

Robert Meissner — Kulp Road: Commented on the Bethel Church / Ellis Woods Road intersection;
the missing left arrow sign at Linfield and Wells Roads; and the condition of Ellis Woods Road at
the Bethel Church cemetery driveway.

Mr. Briggs reminded residents that there is a link to the PennDOT portal on the Township website
for reporting road concerns. ’

Ms. Casiano-Vazquez commented on the need for a traffic study / four-way stop sign at the Kulp
Road intersection.

Mr. Briggs commented on the Annual Stream Clean-up scheduled for Saturday, April 18, 2026, at
10:00 a.m.

Mr. Rishel commented on trash along the roadways and advised that the Public Works Department
picks up along certain road sections.

Minutes of the 04/13/2026 Board of Supervisors Meeting Page 8 of 9



Peter Kovacic — Schoolhouse Road: Commented on trash behind a residence along the Schuylkill
River Trail.

7. Other Business.

A. Consideration of Directing the Planning Commission to Evaluate the Research and
Development Use Definition for the Township Code of Ordinances.

Ms. Wright commented that the purpose of this evaluation is to avoid unwanted development
which exceeds usage expectations.

Ms. Wright made a motion to direct the Planning Commission to evaluate the research and
development use definition for the Township Code of Ordinances. Mr. Moyer seconded the
motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

8. [Exonerations.

A. Consideration of Approving the Exoneration List Dated April 01, 2026.

Mr. Moyer made a motion to approve the Exoneration List dated April 01, 2026. Ms. Casiano-
Vazquez seconded the motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

9. Payment of Bills.

Ms. Small made a motion to pay the bills. Mr. Duffy seconded the motion. Ms. Small called for a
vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

10. Adjournment.

Ms. Wright made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:26 p.m. Ms. Casiano-Vazquez seconded
the motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Kawatd 1 s

Karen E. Cumens,
Assistant Township Secretary
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