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MINUTES FOR THE
EAST COVENTRY TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING HELD ON JANUARY 13, 2026

The Historical Committee held its regular monthly meeting on January 13, 2026. Present were
Catherine Subick, Chair; Meaghan Wright, Acting Secretary; Jeffrey Stevenson; Stephanie
Ashford; and Christopher King. Eugene Briggs, Township Manager, was also in attendance.
Not present were Larry Tietjen, Vice Chair; Peter Price; and Tim Noonan.

Ms. Subick called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

1. Reorganization,

A.

Consideration of Electing the Historical Commission Chair,

Ms. Wright made a motion to elect Catherine Subick as Chair of the Historical
Commission. Mr. Stevenson seconded the motion. Ms. Subick called for a vote and the
motion passed 5-0-0.

B. Consideration of Electing the Historical Commission Vice Chair.

Ms. Wright made a motion to elect Larry Tietjen as Vice Chair of the Historical
Commission. Mr. Stevenson seconded the motion. Ms. Subick called for a vote and the
Motion passed 5-0-0.

Consideration of Electing the Historical Comymission Secretaty,

Ms. Subick made a motion to elect Peter Price as Secretary of the Historical
Commission. Ms. Wright seconded the motion. Ms. Subick called for a vote and the
motion passed 5-0-0.

2. Minutes.

A. Consideration of Approval of the November 11, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes.

Ms. Subick made a motion to approve the November 11, 2025 Regular Meeting
Minutes as written. Ms. Wright seconded the motion. Ms. Subick called for a vote and

the motion passed 5-0-0.

3. New Business,

A. Review and Discuss Ordinance 79 Establishing East Coventry Township’s Historical

Commission and Ordinance 241 Amendments to the FEast Coveniry Township
Historical Commission.

Ms. Subick led this discussion and commented on the need to update the Historic
Resources Map, and her desire to have the Commission lean into providing more
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education to citizens of the Township in the coming year. Possible revisions to the
Ordinance to be considered included changing the wording on the frequency of
meetings in item 1-505.3 to once a month, Mr. Briggs suggested that an annual written
report could be drafted to be considered for next month’s meeting. Ms. Subick
suggested further defining the term “significant architecture” in 1-506.1.A to explain
that this is architecture that was either owned by a significant person, is a good example
of a certain style, is part of a recognized pattern of a region, or is of archeological
significance. The group discussed ideas for items to add to the Township website, such
as preservation briefs, additional historical maps, case studies and possible guidelines
for residents interested in preserving their historic homes, Mr. Briggs drew the team’s
attention to items 1-506.K and L, suggesting that a list could be updated for the
Historical Resource Map and that Township staff could try to be more aware of
including Historical Commission on all requests for conditional uses, special
exceptions, or variances affecting historic resources.

. Receive Report on Visit to the East Coventry Township Schoolhouse and Discussion
of Possible Uses.

Ms. Subick presented this item and stated that she, Mr. Noonan, and Ms. Wright toured
the East Coventry Township Schoolhouse at the Nature Preserve, and it would require
a significant amount of grant money to restore the building to bring it up to code if it
were to be used as any kind of meeting site. It was also noted that the site is not
accessible. Mr. Briggs noted that it could be problematic to consider any outdoor events
or additional parking at the site, given the small space and past complaints from the
neighbors. Ms, Subick suggested that Mr. Frank Coppo and Ms. Karen Nocella from
the Parks, Recreation and Conservation Committee could meet with an identified
member from the Historical Commission to articulate goals.

. Discuss Patticipation in Proposed Schuylkill River Trail Spring Kickoff Event at
Fricks Lock Village on Saturday, April 11, 2026 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Ms. Subick presented this item and stated that this is a festive event that includes
refreshments and special tours and suggested that the Historical Commission have a
table there and distribute informational materials,

. Review of Proposed Fricks Lock Village Tour Dates for 2026.

Ms. Subick reviewed the plan to continue to have tours on the second and fourth
Saturday of each month, Identified dates for the coming year are:

Special Tours:

April 11, 2026 — Schuylkill River Trail Kickoff Event
April 14, 2026 - Radley Run Garden Club Tour



Regular Tours:

May 09 and May 30, 2026

June 13 and June 27, 2026

July 11 and July 25, 2026

August 08 and August 22, 2026
September 12 and September 26, 2026
October 10 and October 24, 2026

E. Consideration of Volunteer Application for John-Paul McGovern.

Ms. Subick suggested tabling this item in order to allow her the chance to solicit
confidential input via email as usual prior to holding a vote. Ms. Wright made a motion
to table this item. Ms. Ashford seconded the motion. Ms. Subick called for a vote and
the motion passed 5-0-0.

. Old Business.

A, None.

. Public Comment.

Liz Willow — 683 Ellis Woods Road: Commented on plans for the Semiquincentennial.
She is planning a special Memorial Day event at the Revolutionary Cemetery on May 24,
2026, at 2:00 p.m. She extended an invitation to the Historical Commission and the Parks,
Recreation and Conservation Committee to collaborate on the event and asked if they might
suggest a guest speaker to address aspects of East Coventry history. If the committees are
interested in partnering, perhaps ideas could be put on the meeting Agendas to be
considered.

Ms. Subick suggested that at next meeting the team could discuss forming committees for
the coming year.

. Inquiries.
A. None brought before the Commission.
Other Business.

A. None brought before the Commission.

. Adjournment.

Ms. Wright made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 pm. Ms. Subick seconded the



motion and called for a vote. The motion passed 5-0-0.

Respectfully~subipittad




