MINUTES OF THE
EAST COVENTRY TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS REGULAR MEETING
HELD ON MONDAY, JULY 13, 2026
 (Approved August 10, 2026)

The Board of Supervisors (Board) held a regular meeting on Monday, July 13, 2026. The following
Supervisors were in attendance for the meeting: Catharine Small, Chair; Meaghan Wright, Vice Chair;
Anthony Duffy; Michael Albert Moyer and Illeana Casiano-Vazquez. Also in attendance were Eugene
Briggs, Township Manager; Rochelle Gresh, Finance Director; David Rishel, Public Works Director;
Karen Cumens, Assistant Township Secretary; Mark Hosterman, Township Solicitor; and Michael
Cosentino, Township Zoning Official. William Mossman, Chief of Police, was absent.

Ms. Small called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Mr. Hosterman reported that the Board met in executive session at 5:30 p.m. for the purpose of discussing
several personnel matters; to receive updates on the Police Association Collective Bargaining Agreement;
uniform and non-uniform employee matters; the status of the human resources assessment; the potential
acquisition of real estate at 100 Maack Road; an update on the sewer sale; and to receive privileged legal
communications regarding the recently-filed lawsuit against the Township and the Police Department;
amendments to the Zoning Ordinance; emergency repairs to the Saylors Mill Road bridge; ongoing
litigation regarding 247 Bishop Road in front of the Zoning Hearing Board.

Swearing in of Police Officer Sabeth A. Vizza.

Ms. Small conducted the swearing in of Sabeth A. Vizza as a Police Officer for East Coventry
Township.

1. Public Hearing.

A. Public Hearing on Expenditure of $160,000 Open Space Funds for the Purchase of a Property
Located at 100 Maack Road of 2.9 +/- Acres and Consideration of Resolution 2026-08
Authorizing Said Expenditures.

Ms. Small presented this item and advised that the hearing had been opened during a previous
meeting, and the Township hopes to have this matter finalized at the August meeting.

There was no public comment.

Ms. Small made a motion to table this matter. Mr. Moyer seconded the motion. Ms. Small
called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

2. Ordinances and Resolutions.

A. Consideration of Approving Ordinance 2026-277 an Ordinance Amending the Code of
Ordinances of East Coventry Township, Chapter 1 (Administration and Government), Part 5
(Historical Commission), Section 1-505 (Organization; Meetings; Conduct of Business),
Subsections 1-505.1 and 1-505.3 to Update Certain Requirements with Respect to Regularity
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and Timing of Meetings of the Historical Commission, and Further Amending Part 5
(Historical Commission), Section 1-506 (Power and Duties), Subsection 1-506.1.K to Provide
for the Township Historical Commission’s Responsibility to Maintain an Historic Resources
Inventory in Place of an Historic Resources Map; and Amending Chapter 27 (Zoning), Part 2
(Definitions), Section 27-202 to Delete and Replace in Their Entirety Certain Defined Terms
Including: Historic Resource, Historic Resources Inventory and Historic Resource Map for
Consistency with Those Terms as Defined in Chapter 22 (Subdivision and Land
Development); and Further Amending Various Subsections of Chapter 27 (Zoning), Part 12
(Historic Resource Protection Standards) to Refer to the Township Historic Resources
Inventory List Rather Than the Township Historic Resources Map.

Ms. Small presented this matter and advised that the Ordinance had been advertised as
required. Ms. Wright explained that the purpose of the amendments to the Ordinance is to
make language consistent throughout the Ordinance, and to permit the Historical Commission
to cancel a meeting in the event of lack of a quorum or agenda items.

There was no comment by the Board of Supervisors.
There was no public comment.

Ms. Wright made a motion to approve Ordinance 2026-277 an Ordinance amending the Code
of Ordinances of East Coventry Township, Chapter 1 (Administration and Government), Part
5 (Historical Commission), Section 1-505 (Organization; Meetings; Conduct of Business),
Subsections 1-505.1 and 1-505.3 to update certain requirements with respect to regularity and
timing of meetings of the Historical Commission, and further amending Part 5 (Historical
Commission), Section 1-506 (Power and Duties), Subsection 1-506.1.K to provide for the
Township Historical Commission’s responsibility to maintain an Historic Resources Inventory
in place of an Historic Resources Map; and Amending Chapter 27 (Zoning), Part 2
(Definitions), Section 27-202 to delete and replace in their entirety certain defined terms
including: Historic Resource, Historic Resources Inventory and Historic Resource Map for
consistency with those terms as Defined in Chapter 22 (Subdivision and Land Development);
and further amending various Subsections of Chapter 27 (Zoning), Part 12 (Historic Resource
Protection Standards) to refer to the Township Historic Resources Inventory List rather than
the Township Historic Resources Map. Mr. Duffy seconded the motion. Ms. Small called for
a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

B. Consideration of Approving Ordinance 2026-278 an Ordinance Amending the Code of
Ordinances of East Coventry Township, Chapter 15 (Motor Vehicles), Part 2 (Traffic
Regulations), Section 15-205 (Traffic Signals at Certain Locations), Subsection 15-205.1 to
Add and Designate Two New Intersections in the Township that Will be Controlled by Traffic
Signals, Located at State Route 724 and Peterman Road and State Route 724 and Fricks Lock
Road.

Ms. Small presented this item and advised that the purpose of the Ordinance is to allow
enforcement of traffic laws at the new signals.

There was no comment by the Board of Supervisors.
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There was no public comment.

Mr. Moyer made a motion to approve Ordinance 2026-278 an Ordinance amending the Code
of Ordinances of East Coventry Township, Chapter 15 (Motor Vehicles), Part 2 (Traffic
Regulations), Section 15-205 (Traffic Signals at Certain Locations), Subsection 15-205.1 to
add and designate two new intersections in the Township that will be controlled by traffic
signals, located at State Route 724 and Peterman Road and State Route 724 and Fricks Lock
Road. Ms. Wright seconded the motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-
0-0.

C. Consideration to Authorize Advertising Ordinance 2026-279 an Ordinance Amending the
Code of Ordinances of East Coventry Township, Chapter 27 (Zoning), Part 2 (Definitions),
§2-201 (Definitions) by Repealing and Replacing Definitions for “Agricultural Use.,”
“Commercial Use,” “Heavy Industrial Use,” “Limited Industrial Use,” “Residential Use” and
“Scientific Research and Development Facility:” Amending Part 11 (LI Limited Industrial
District), §1102.2 to Make Uses Not Elsewhere Permitted in the Pottstown Metropolitan
Region a Conditional Use; Amending §27-1101.E to Add a New Subsection E Pertaining to
Rooftop Equipment Screening Requirements; Amending Part 11 to Add a New §1106 Entitled
“Environmental Impact Standards” to Regulate Noise, Vibration, Smoke, Particulate Matter
and Dust, Sulfur Dioxide and Gaseous Emissions, Odors, Glare and Heat, Toxic, Hazardous,
and Radioactive Materials, Liquid and Solid Waste Discharge, Electromagnetic Interference,
Operation and Enclosure Requirements; Amending §27-1105.A to Amend Required
Landscape Buffers; Amending Part 11 to Add a New §1107 Entitled “Relationship to State
and Federal Environmental Regulations;” Amending Chapter 27 (Zoning), Part 5 (FR Farm
Residential District), §501 (Specific Intent), Part 6 (R-1 Residential District), §601 (Specific
Intent), Part 7 (R-2 Residential District), §701 (Specific Intent), Part 8 (R-3 Residential
District), §801 (Specific Intent), Part 9 (NC Neighborhood Commercial District and C
Commercial District), §901 (Specific Intent), Part 10 (C-1 Commercial and Business Campus
District), §1001 (Specific Intent), and Part 11 (LI Limited Industrial District), §1101 (Specific

Intent).

Ms. Small presented this item and advised that the Planning Commission had been working on
the proposed changes for several months. Ms. Wright reported that the changes are being made
to tighten language in the Ordinance; to make the Ordinance consistent with the Regional
Comprehensive Plan; and to define setbacks from the Schuylkill River Trail; and to further
define where there were no definitions.

There was no comment by the Board of Supervisors.

There was no public comment.

Ms. Wright made a motion to approve the advertisement of Ordinance 2026-279 an Ordinance
Amending the Code of Ordinances of East Coventry Township, Chapter 27 (Zoning), Part 2
(Definitions), §2-201 (Definitions) by repealing and replacing definitions for “Agricultural
Use,” “Commercial Use,” “Heavy Industrial Use,” “Limited Industrial Use,” “Residential
Use” and “Scientific Research and Development Facility;” amending Part 11 (LI Limited
Industrial District), §1102.2 to make uses not elsewhere permitted in the Pottstown
Metropolitan Region a Conditional Use; amending §27-1101.E to add a new subsection E
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pertaining to rooftop equipment screening requirements; amending Part 11 to add anew §1106
entitled “Environmental Impact Standards” to regulate noise, vibration, smoke, particulate
matter and dust, sulfur dioxide and gaseous emissions, odors, glare and heat toxic, hazardous,
and radioactive materials, liquid and solid waste discharge, electromagnetic interference,
operation and enclosure requirements; amending §27-1105.A to amend required landscape
buffers; amending Part 11 to add a new §1107 entitled “Relationship to State and Federal
Environmental Regulations;” amending Chapter 27 (Zoning), Part 5 (FR Farm Residential
District), §501 (Specific Intent), Part 6 (R-1 Residential District), §601 (Specific Intent), Part
7 (R-2 Residential District), §701 (Specific Intent), Part 8 (R-3 Residential District), §801
(Specific Intent), Part 9 (NC Neighborhood Commercial District and C Commercial District),
§901 (Specific Intent), Part 10 (C-1 Commercial and Business Campus District), §1001
(Specific Intent), and Part 11 (LI Limited Industrial District), §1101 (Specific Intent). Ms.
Casiano-Vazquez seconded the motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-
0-0.

3. Minutes.

A. Consideration of Approving the June 08, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes.

Ms. Wright made a motion to approve the June 08, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes. Mr. Duffy
seconded the motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

4. Reports.

A. Consideration of Accepting the Township Manager’s Report.

Mr. Briggs presented this item and advised that the Ellis Woods Road Bridge Rehabilitation
Project is making good progress and may be completed sooner than October. He thanked
residents for their patience during the project. Ms. Small commented that the project was 100%
funded through grants.

1. Consideration of Authorizing the Issuance of Ellis-Hoffman House Stabilization and
Rehabilitation Project Bid Packet.

Mr. Briggs presented this item and reported that multiple grants from the Pennsylvania
Historical and Museum Commission have been received to be applied to the planning and
stabilization of the Ellis-Hoffman House. Matching funds from the Open Space Fund were
authorized by the Board of Supervisors. A contractor will be identified by September, and
the project will commence in the Spring of 2027.

There was no comment by the Board of Supervisors.
There was no public comment.
Ms. Wright made a motion to authorize issuance of the Ellis-Hoffman House Stabilization

and Rehabilitation Project bid packet. Ms. Casiano-Vazquez seconded the motion. Ms.
Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.
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2. Consideration of Retroactively Approving the Application for Special Fire Police Services
for Norco Fire Company’s Fair and Fireworks from June 30 through July 04, 2026.

Mr. Briggs presented this item.

Mr. Moyer made a motion to retroactively approve the Application for Special Fire Police
Services for Norco Fire Company’s fair and fireworks from June 30 through July 04, 2026.
Mr. Duffy seconded the motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

3. Consideration of Approving the Application for Special Fire Police Services for the
Kimberton Community Fair from July 20 through July 25, 2026.

Mr. Briggs presented this item.

Mr. Moyer made a motion to approve the Application for Special Fire Police Services for
the Kimberton Community Fair from July 20 through July 25, 2026. Ms. Wright seconded
the motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

4. Receive Notice of Alternate Zoning Hearing Board Alternate Member and Traffic Impact
Advisory Committee Vacancies and Accepting Volunteer Position Applications.

Mr. Briggs reported that there are currently vacancies on the Zoning Hearing Board and
Traffic Impact Advisory Committee.

No action was required by the Board of Supervisors.

Ms. Wright made a motion to accept the Township Manager’s Report. Mr. Moyer seconded
the motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

B. Consideration of Accepting the Finance Director’s Report.

Ms. Gresh presented this item.

1. Consideration of Approving Real Estate and Earned Income Tax Credits for Volunteer
Members of the Ridge Fire Company.

Ms. Gresh presented this item.

Ms. Wright made a motion to approve real estate and earned income tax credits for
volunteer members of the Ridge Fire Company. Mr. Moyer seconded the motion. Ms.
Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

2. Consideration of Authorizing the Township Manager to Sign the TD Bank Cash
Management Master Agreement, ACH Credit Pre-Funding/Delayed Debit Settlement
Form, and Administrator Designation Form.

Ms. Gresh presented this item and explained that the purpose of this item is to make bill
payment more efficient and to add another layer of protection for Township accounts.
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Ms. Small commented on how payment of bills will be affected.

Ms. Casiano-Vazquez made a motion to authorize the Township Manager to sign the TD
Bank Cash Management Master Agreement, ACH Credit Pre-Funding/Delayed Debit
Settlement Form, and Administrator Designation Form. Ms. Wright seconded the motion.
Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

Ms. Wright made a motion to accept the Finance Director’s Report. Ms. Small seconded the
motion and called for a vote. The motion passed 5-0-0.

C. Consideration of Accepting the Police Chief’s Report.

Mr. Briggs presented this item in Chief Mossman’s absence and advised that there was nothing
to report.

Mr. Duffy made a motion to accept the Police Chief’s Report. Mr. Moyer seconded the motion.
Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

D. Consideration of Accepting the Public Works Director’s Report.

Mr. Rishel presented this item and reported that the Public Works Department performed
blacktop patching; road bank and trail mowing; and trimming around signs and guide rails
throughout the Township; the road project on Ellis Woods Road and in Coventry Glen had
gone well, exceeded expectations, generated very few resident complaints, and is expected to
extend the life of the pavement; and that 47 bags of trash had been removed from Towpath
Park over the last month, showing that the park is being heavily used.

1. Consideration of Hiring Hess Contracting Inc. to Complete Emergency Repairs to the
Failed Portion of the Stone Wall and Stone Repointing on the Downstream Side of the
Savlors Mill Road Bridge at a Cost Not to Exceed $31.800.

Mr. Rishel presented this item and reported that tree/vegetation removal around the bridge
exposed a hole and revealed more severe deterioration than anticipated, requiring
emergency repairs to one side of the bridge instead of the originally planned repointing.

Ms. Small inquired into the closure/safety of the bridge.

Ms. Wright made a motion to hire Hess Contracting, Inc. to complete emergency repairs
to the failed portion of the stone wall and stone repointing on the downstream side of the
Saylors Mill Road bridge at cost not to exceed $31,800. Ms. Casiano-Vazquez seconded
the motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

2. Consideration of Approving a Public Works Department Holiday Gift Card Drive for the
Collection and Delivery of Gift Cards to the Fast Coventry Elementary School for
Distribution to Its Families in Need.

Mr. Rishel presented this item and reported that the gift card drive will run from October
26 through November 30, 2026.
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Ms. Wright made a motion to approve the Public Works Department Holiday Gift Card
Drive for the collection and delivery of gift cards to the East Coventry Elementary School
for distribution to its families in need. Ms. Casiano-Vazquez seconded the motion. Ms.
Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

Mr. Moyer made a motion to accept the Public Works Director’s Report. Ms. Wright seconded
the motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

E. Consideration of Accepting the Township Solicitor’s Report.

Mr. Hosterman presented this item.

1. Consideration of Agreeing to a Six-Month Time Extension Request for the Completion of
All Conditions, Payment of All Applicable Fees, and Funding of All Escrows to be
Accomplished by March 27, 2026 for the Land Development Plan for the Property Located
at 290 Linfield Road.

Mr. Hosterman presented this item and reported that the Applicant has requested additional
time within which to comply with the conditions of the Plan.

Graeme Thomson — Saylors Mill Road: Requested background on this item.

Ryan Furlong, Esquire, was present on behalf of the Applicant and provided a summary of
this matter and advised that the Financial Security and Land Development Agreements and
payment of the Traffic Impact Fee.

Ms. Casiano-Vazquez commented on the length of the requested extension.

There was no public comment.

Mr. Moyer made a motion to agree to a six-month extension request for the completion of
all conditions, payment of all applicable fees, and funding of all escrows to be
accomplished by March 27, 2026 for the Land Development Plan for the property located
at 290 Linfield Road. Mr. Duffy seconded the motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the
motion passed 5-0-0.

Ms. Wright made a motion to accept the Township Solicitor’s Report. Ms. Casiano-Vazquez
seconded the motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

F. Consideration of Accepting the Various Consultant, Commission, and Committee Reports.

Mr. Briggs presented this item.

1. Consideration of Approving the Open Space Committee and Parks, Recreation and
Conservation Committee Recommendations to Execute a Grant of Conservation Easement
and Declaration of Covenants for Ellis Woods Park with the French & Pickering Creeks
Conservation Trust, Inc.
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Mr. Briggs presented this item and advised that the Conservation Easement had been
recommended by the Open Space and Parks, Recreation and Conservation Committees.

Ms. Small commented that the easement is being established to help protect the property’s
future as permanent open space.

Ray Kolb — Brownstone Drive: Commented on the continuation of farming on the property.

Karl Russek — Conservation Director, French and Pickering Creek Conservation Trust,
Inc.: Commented that the easement allows for current agricultural uses.

Ms. Wright made a motion to approve the Open Space Committee and Parks, Recreation
and Conservation Committee recommendations to execute a Grant of Conservation
Easement and Declaration of Covenants for Ellis Woods Park with the French & Pickering
Creeks Conservation Trust, Inc. Ms. Casiano-Vazquez seconded the motion. Ms. Small
called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

2. Consideration of Approving the Parks. Recreation and Conservation Committee
Recommendation to Replace the Windows, Doors, Railing, and Resurface the Stucco of
the Historic Schoolhouse.

Mr. Briggs presented this item and reported that the Parks, Recreation and Conservation
Committee recommended the work be performed to improve the appearance and retain the
structural integrity of the Historic Schoolhouse. At this point in time, the project is
conceptual; no scope of work has been identified and there is no cost estimate.

Ms. Wright commented on the timing of the cost estimate.

There was no public comment.

Ms. Small made a motion to approve the scope of work only. Ms. Casiano-Vazquez
seconded the motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

3. Consideration of Approving the Parks, Recreation and Conservation Committee
Recommendation to Hold the 2026 Fall Festival Event at Fricks Lock Village on October
10, 2026.

Mr. Briggs presented this item.

Ms. Wright made a motion to approve the Parks, Recreation and Conservation Committee
recommendation to hold the 2025 Fall Festival event at Fricks Lock Village on October
10, 2026, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Ms. Casiano-Vazquez seconded the motion. Ms.
Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

Ms. Wright made a motion to approve the various Consultant, Commission, and Committee
Reports. Mr. Duffy seconded the motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed
5-0-0.
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5. Zoning Hearing Board Application.

A. Consideration of Taking a Position on Zoning Hearing Board Application 301 — 723 Saylors
Mill Road — Mastrilli. The Application is for a Variance from Section 11-104.2 to Provide 6
Acres of Greenway Land Where 7.46 Acres are Required, Section 11-105.2 to Allow +/-
35.000 Square Feet of Impervious Cover on One Lot Where a Maximum of 20,000 Square
Feet is Permitted, and Section 11-108.1.E to Allow 100% of Greenway Land on the
Conservancy Lot where a Maximum of 80% is Permitted. The Zoning Hearing Board Meeting
Date is Pending.

Ms. Small presented this item and advised that the Applicant is seeking a variance of the
“Growing Greener” Ordinance.

There was no public comment.

Ms. Wright made a motion to take a strong stance in opposition of Zoning Hearing Board
Application 301 — 723 Saylors Mill Road — Mastrilli with the understanding that the Board
does not want to set a precedent of not adhering to the “Growing Greener” Ordinance, and to
have Mr. Hosterman appear at the hearing on behalf of the Township. Ms. Casiano-Vazquez
seconded the motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed 4-1-0, with Mr. Moyer

voting nay.
6. Public Comment.

Dorene Pasekoff — Creamery Road: Commented on the passage of the Bill regulating Food
Processing Residual Waste; and that the East Coventry Advocacy Group is welcoming donations
to help pay legal fees associated with their support of the Bill.

Ms. Casiano-Vazquez commended Ms. Pasekoff and the East Coventry Advocacy Group for their
exceptional work regarding the Bill.

Graeme Thomson — Saylors Mill Road: Commented on the relationship between the Planning
Commission and the Zoning Hearing Board.

Mr. Hosterman expressed thanks to Ms. Pasekoff and all those for their work in FPR regulation to
avoid unnecessary resident impact.

Ms. Wright thanked Ms. Pasekoff, the East Coventry Advocacy Group, and citizens across the
State for their hard work with regard to the FPR regulations; and thanked Mr. Upmeyer and Mr.
Cosentino for their work on the updates to the Zoning Ordinance.

Ms. Small expressed thanks to Ms. Pasekoff for her work and thanks to the audience for being
involved in meetings as she appreciates public involvement; commented that she supports pushing
Valore, LLC harder to connect the cell tower; and directed Mr. Briggs to prepare a strongly worded
letter to Valore requesting information and time lines regarding connections to the cell tower.
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Mr. Moyer commented that donations should be made directly to the East Coventry Advocacy
Group; the months of August and September are casual dress; that he is happy the cell tower has
been installed but is not happy that it is not yet connected and would like to see a tersely worded
letter sent to Valore stating that it is unacceptable that the tower has not yet been connected.

Ms. Casiano-Vazquez expressed thanks on behalf of residents to Ms. Pasekoff for her inspiring
work; and thanks to Mr. Briggs and Ms. Gresh for their strategic assessments regarding how the
Township is run.

Mr. Briggs commented on the vacancies on the Agricultural Security Area Advisory Committee,
Historical Commission, Traffic Impact Advisory Committee, and the Zoning Hearing Board.

7. Other Business.

A. None Brought before the Board.

8. Exonerations.

A. Consideration of Approving the Exoneration List Dated July 01, 2026.

Mr. Moyer made a motion to approve the Exoneration List dated July 01, 2026. Ms. Wright
seconded the motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

9. Payment of Bills.

Ms. Small made a motion to pay the bills. Mr. Duffy seconded the motion. Ms. Small called for a
vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

10. Adjournment.

Ms. Wright made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:03 p.m. Ms. Casiano-Vazquez seconded
the motion. Ms. Small called for a vote and the motion passed 5-0-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Kourd Lo oo

Karen E. Cumens,
Assistant Township Secretary
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