MINUTES FOR THE
EAST COVENTRY TOWNSHIP OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING HELD ON MAY 14, 2025

The Open Space commitiee held its regular monthly meeting on May 14, 2025, Present were: Karen
Nocella, Chair; Eric Hughes, Vice Chair; Larry Tietjen; Stephen Schur; Ray Kolb, Board of

Supervisors Representative; and Meaghan Wright, Acting Secretary and Planning Commission
Representative,

Ms. Nocella called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and the pledge was recited.
1. Minutes.

A. Consideration of Approval of the March 12, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes.

Mr. Tietjen made a motion to accept the March 12, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes with the
identified amendment to correct the statement on the adjournment of the meeting from Ms.
Subick to Ms. Nocella. Ms. Nocella seconded the motion. Ms. Nocella called for a vote and
the motion passed 6-0-0.

2. New Business,

A. Presentation by Jack Stefferud of Natural Lands on Property Conservation,

M. Stefferud gave a presentation to the public on the various details of property conservation
and was available for discussion and to answer questions.

Mr. Tietjen commented on whether a trail was a requirement for a conserved property; whether
a bird sanctuary would be allowed; differences in the appraised value of the property between
a homeowner’s appraisal and the Township’s appraisal; maintenance of trails on conserved
properties and the excellent job the Public Works Department does in maintaining the existing
trails.

Ms. Wright commented on whether hunting would be permitted on a conserved property;
whether a trail would be required on the property; the reduction of the County’s contribution
toward the purchase price if no trail is constructed; future installation of a trail on a property
and responsibility for payment of costs associated therewith; and the background of Natural
Lands’ employees conducting yearly compliance checks.

Shawn Blickey ~ 153 Kolb Road: Commented on discrepancies in the appraised value of the
land if the owner had it appraised as compared to an appraisal on behalf of the Township; the
implications on property taxes in regard to Act 319; expanding buildings for other animals on
the property any impact to an easement; whether a parcel could be later be divided among
heirs; management responsibility for the easement; required compliance checks; manure
management plans; solar panel installation; and future development of a property by children
inheriting the property.

Mr. Schur commented on uses for a conserved property other than farming; commercial uses
for a conserved property versus agricultural uses; and Federal Capital Gains Tax as relates to
conservation easements.



Unidentified resident commented on how many properties are currently under conservation;
the required acreage of property; and whether any portion of the Villages at Fricks Lock
subdivision was preserved.

Unidentified resident commented on not wanting to see the Township engage in preserving
land that has no development potential.

Ms. Nocella commented on the beautiful job the Public Works Department does in maintaining
the existing trails; and how the Township was able to preserve Ellis Woods Park due to the
financial difficulty of the developer.

Unidentified resident commented on the beauty of Ellis Woods Park and how well maintained
it is.

Patrick Donahue - Bethel Church Road: Commented on whether a resident entering into a
conservation agreement is exposed to Federal Capital Gains tax.

Mr. Hughes commented on whether there is another township nearby or in Chester County
with which Natural Lands has partnered with that could serve as a model.

. Review of Conservation Criteria for Land Parcel Selection.

The Committee discussed the pros and cons between the “Criteria For Evaluation of Property”
(Exhibit “A” to Resolution 2011-14) and the French and Pickering Creeks Conservation Trust

Land Protection Criteria

. Discuss Updates to Township’s Kiosk Trail Maps.

Eugene Briggs, Township Manager, presented this item. The Committee discussed the need to
identify separate entities of Nature Preserve and the accuracy and clarity of the signage/kiosks.
A cohesive review was done by the Public Works Department regarding additional accuracy
issues, including trail locations and property boundaries which were mismarked on the kiosk
maps. It was discussed that correcting the maps on the kiosk could prevent people from
wandering off the trails. A suggestion was made to create a non-voting subcommittee with two
members of the Open Space Conunittee and two members of the Parks, Recreation and
Conservation Committee to oversee the map updates.

. Consideration of Volunteer Application.

Ms. Nocella made a motion to recommend that the Board of Supervisors appoint David Rishel
as a member of the Open Space Committee. Mr. Tietjen seconded the motion. Ms. Nocella
called for a vote and the motion passed 6-0-0.

. Discuss Preparation of Five-Year Budget for Committee.

The Committee discussed the very limited budgeting needs for the Committee; namely to send
letters out to landowners of larger parcels once a year. A suggestion was made to consider all
future needs of the Township’s Open Space, such as training or projects to remove invasive
species, sending out surveys, an educational series, etc.



3. Public Comment.

There was no public comment.
4. Other Business.

A. None Brought Before the Commission.
5. Adjournment.

Ms. Nocella made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:49 p.m. Mr. Tietjen seconded the motion.
Ms. Nocella called for a vote and the motion passed 6-0-0.

Respectfully submitted




