EAST COVENTRY TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

CHESTER COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
ORDINANCE NO. 2026-274

“Architectural Elevations Ordinance”

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF
ORDINANCES OF EAST COVENTRY TOWNSHIP,
CHAPTER 22 (SUBDIVISION AND LAND
DEVELOPMENT), PART 2 (DEFINITIONS), SECTION 202
TO ADD A NEW DEFINED TERM ARCHITECTURAL
ELEVATION; AND AMENDING CHAPTER 22
(SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT), PART 3
(PLAN PROCESSING AND CONTENT), SECTION 22-304
(PRELIMINARY PLAN SUBMISSION, RESUBMISSION,
REVIEW AND CONTENT) SUBSECTION 22-304.1
(COMPLETE SUBMISSION) TO AMEND VARIOUS
SUBSUBSECTIONS TO PROVIDE SUBMISSION AND
DISTRIBUTION REQUIREMENTS FOR
ARCHITECTURAL ELEVATIONS SUBMITTED IN
CONNECTION WITH LAND DEVELOPMENT PLANS;
AND AMENDING CHAPTER 22 (SUBDIVISION AND LAND
DEVELOPMENT), PART 3 (PLAN PROCESSING AND
CONTENT), SECTION 22-304 (PRELIMINARY PLAN
SUBMISSION, RESUBMISSION, REVIEW AND CONTENT)
SUBSECTION 22-304.2 (REVIEW) TO AMEND VARIOUS
SUBSUBSECTIONS TO PROVIDE FOR REVIEW BY
TOWNSHIP CONSULTANTS, THE TOWNSHIP PLANNING
COMMISSION AND THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF
ARCHITECTURAL ELEVATIONS SUBMITTED IN
CONNECTION WITH LAND DEVELOPMENT PLANS AND
AMENDING SUBSECTION 22-304.3 (CONTENT) TO ADD A
NEW SUBSUBSECTION 22-304.3.J TO SET FORTH
CERTAIN REGULATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS FOR
ARCHITECTURAL ELEVATIONS SUBMITTED IN
CONNECTION WITH LAND DEVELOPMENT PLANS.

The Board of Supervisors of East Coventry Township does hereby ENACT and ORDAIN:
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SECTION 1. Amendment to Code

The Township of East Coventry Code of Ordinances, Chapter 22 (Subdivision and Land

Development), Part 2 (Definitions), Section 22-202 (Definitions) is hereby amended to add a new

defined term Architectural Elevation as follows:

ARCHITECTURAL ELEVATION
A scaled drawing of the front, rear or side of a building depicting the proposed form,
composition, colors, textures, finishes and materials of a building.

SECTION I1. Amendment to Code

The Township of East Coventry Code of Ordinances, Chapter 22 (Subdivision and Land

Development), Part 3 (Plan Processing and Content), Section 22-304 (Preliminary Plan Submission,

Resubmission, Review and Content), Subsections 22-304.1.F.(1), (4), (5) and (6) are hereby

repealed and replaced as follows:

F. Copies of the application and the preliminary plan, a waiver request letter (if
applicable) in the format specified in § 22-704 of this chapter and supporting
information, as further described in this section, shall be supplied to the Township to
permit the following distribution:
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(1) Two copies each of the preliminary plan, the official Township application, a
waiver request letter in the format specified in §22-704 of this chapter,
architectural elevations and all supporting information, including the Sewage
Facilities Planning Module, and the required escrow and application fees to the
Township.

(4) Five copies each of the preliminary plan, a waiver request letter in the format
specified in § 22-704 of this chapter, architectural elevations and other
supporting information and plans to the Township Planning Commission. The
stormwater and traffic impact studies shall be submitted as an executive summary
only that shall include a description of the analysis and the final design and a
statement of compliance with the stormwater management standards and
compliance with the traffic standards and requirements of this chapter, Grading
and Excavating [Chapter 9], Streets and Sidewalks [Chapter 21], the Standard
Public Improvement Specifications, and other Township ordinances, as
applicable.



(5) One copy each of the preliminary plan, a waiver request letter in the format
specified in § 22-704 of this chapter, architectural elevations and supporting
information (including technical appendixes) and plans to the Township
Engineer and, except where a minor subdivision is proposed, the Township
Planner, the Township Traffic Engineer and the Township Solicitor. In the case
of a minor subdivision, a copy of the preliminary plans shall be supplied to the
Township Solicitor for preparation of the draft resolution described in § 22-
304.2C(4). All traffic count data shall also be provided to the Township in
electronic format.

(6) One copy each of the preliminary plan, a waiver request letter in the format
specified in § 22-704 of this chapter, architectural elevations and all related
supporting information, including a copy of a completed Cultural Resource
Notice (if required) submitted or to be submitted to the Pennsylvania Historical
and Museum Commission, to the Historical Commission.

SECTION II1. Amendment to Code

The Township of East Coventry Code of Ordinances, Chapter 22 (Subdivision and Land

Development), Part 3 (Plan Processing and Content), Section 22-304 (Preliminary Plan Submission,

Resubmission, Review and Content), Subsections 22-304.1.G(1), (3), (5), (6), (7) and (8) are hereby

repealed and replaced as follows:

G. When required, revised preliminary plans shall be submitted to the Township to permit
the following distribution:
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(1) Two copies each of the preliminary plan and, only if revised, two copies of a
waiver request letter in the format specified in § 22-704 of this chapter,
architectural elevations, only if revised, and all supporting information and the
Sewage Facilities Planning Module to the Township.

(3) One copy of the preliminary plan and, only if revised, one copy of a waiver
request letter in the format specified in § 22-704 of this chapter, architectural
elevations, only if revised, and all supporting information to the Township
Engineer.

(5) One copy of the preliminary plan and waiver request letter in the format
specified in § 22-704 of this chapter, if revised, and architectural elevations, only
if revised, to the Township Planner.



(6) Five copies each of the plan and waiver request letter in the format specified
in § 22-704 of this chapter, if revised, and architectural elevations, only if
revised, to the Township Planning Commission.

(7) One copy of the preliminary plan and, only if revised, one copy of a waiver
request letter in the format specified in § 22-704 of this chapter, architectural
elevations, only if revised, and all supporting documentation to the Township
Solicitor.

(8) One copy each of the preliminary plan and, only if revised, a waiver request
letter, architectural elevations, only if revised, and relevant supporting
information to the Historical Commission.

SECTION 1IV. Amendment to Code

The Township of East Coventry Code of Ordinances, Chapter 22 (Subdivision and Land

Development), Part 3 (Plan Processing and Content), Section 22-304 (Preliminary Plan Submission,

Resubmission, Review and Content), Subsections 22-304.2.B(2) and (5) are hereby repealed and

replaced as follows:

B. Review by Township Consultants.
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(2) The review by the Township Planner shall include an examination of the
content of the plans to be certain that all information presented in the plans
submitted related to the four-step design process, outdoor lighting, landscaping and
buffering, building design requirements, architectural elevation requirements and
their functional and aesthetic relationship to adjoining properties and uses conform
to the applicable provisions of this chapter, as well as the East Coventry Township
Comprehensive Plan dated 2003 or last revised, East Coventry Township Parks,
Recreation, and Open Space Plan dated April 10, 2012, or last revised, Pottstown
Metropolitan Regional Comprehensive Plan dated 2005 or last revised, and any
other planning documents that may be adopted by the Board of Supervisors. The
Township Planner shall confer with the applicant to the extent necessary to obtain
conformity of the plan with these regulations and planning documents and to
comment upon the matters subject to his review. The Township Planner shall
forward his written comments on the plan to the Township, the applicant and the
applicant's consultants at least 14 consecutive calendar days prior to the next
regularly scheduled meeting of the Planning Commission at which the
application and preliminary plan were first placed on the agenda.



(5) The review by the Historical Commission shall include an examination of the
content of the plans, architectural elevations and supporting documentation, to
the extent appropriate, including a satisfactorily completed Cultural Resource
Notice, if required under applicable federal or state law, and correspondence
from the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, to determine the
compatibility of the development with extant historic resources and the terms and
conditions that should be required as a condition of plan approval to ensure
compliance with federal and state laws designed to protect and preserve historic
resources. Unless waived by the Historical Commission, the applicant shall
attend a dedicated meeting with the Historical Commission to review the plans
and supporting documentation. The Historical Commission shall forward its
written comments on the plan to the Township, the Township Engineer,
Township Traffic Engineer, Township Planner, Township Solicitor, the applicant
and the applicant's consultants at least 14 consecutive calendar days prior to the
next regularly scheduled meeting of the Planning Commission at which the
application and preliminary plan were first placed on the agenda.

SECTION V. Amendment to Code

The Township of East Coventry Code of Ordinances, Chapter 22 (Subdivision and Land

Development), Part 3 (Plan Processing and Content), Section 22-304 (Preliminary Plan Submission,

Resubmission, Review and Content), Subsections 22-304.2.C(1), (2) and (3) are hereby repealed

and replaced as follows:

C. Review by the Township Planning Commission.
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(1) The Township Planning Commission shall review all plans and architectural
elevations referred to it and shall consider any recommendations made by a
County agency, the Township Consultants and any other persons or agencies who
shall have submitted comments with respect to any such application.

(2) In its review of the preliminary plan, the Planning Commission shall examine
the plan with particular emphasis on determining the suitability of the plan for
the development of land and its relationship to the harmonious extension of
streets and utilities, arrangement and density of housing or other uses, and
compatibility of the plan with the Township Comprehensive Plan and Township
Zoning Ordinance [Chapter 27]. The Planning Commission shall examine the
architectural elevations of buildings and comment on whether the proposed
buildings meet the building design standards, complement the existing character
of the neighborhood; promote varied, but complementary architectural styles; use
scale and building architectural style to promote a strong community identity and
ensure that new development is compatible with existing neighborhoods and
adjacent residential or commercial development. The Planning Commission also



shall review waiver requests and assess the adequacy of parking, surface and
storm drainage, access, landscaping and other related design standards.

(3) To facilitate its review, the Planning Commission may, at its discretion,
distribute copies of the preliminary plan and/or architectural elevations to
Township commissions and committees established by the Board of Supervisors.

SECTION VI. Amendment to Code

The Township of East Coventry Code of Ordinances, Chapter 22 (Subdivision and Land

Development), Part 3 (Plan Processing and Content), Section 22-304 (Preliminary Plan Submission,

Resubmission, Review and Content), Subsections 22-304.2.D(1) and (2) are hereby repealed and

replaced as follows:

D. Review by the Board of Supervisors.
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(1) When the written recommendations of the Planning Commission have been
sent to the Board of Supervisors, such plan shall be placed on the Board's agenda
for its review at its next regularly scheduled meeting. The applicant shall submit
one paper copy and one electronic copy of the full preliminary plan set and five
paper-copies of the site plan and architectural elevations to the Township for
review by the Board and shall attend the meeting and conduct a presentation
before the Board, using graphic illustrations of the proposed development, to
explain the key features of the preliminary plan, architectural elevations and the
project.

(2) The Board shall, at one or more regular or special public meetings, review the
plan, architectural elevations and other supporting information, and the written
comments of the Planning Commission, the Township Consultants, the County
Planning Commission and all other reviewing agencies, to determine conformity
of the plan to the standards of this and any other applicable ordinance. The Board
may specify conditions, changes, modifications, or additions to the plan which
the Board deems necessary and may make a decision to grant preliminary plan
approval subject to such conditions, changes, modifications, or additions, citing
appropriate chapter provisions as described in Subsection 2D(4). When a plan is
not approved in terms as filed, the decision of the Board shall specify the defects
found in the plan and describe the requirements which have not been met and
shall, in each case, cite the provision of the chapter relied upon in the decision.
If the Board approves the preliminary plan, the minutes of the meeting shall
reflect such approval either with or without conditions.



SECTION VII. Amendment to Code

The Township of East Coventry Code of Ordinances, Chapter 22 (Subdivision and Land

Development), Part 3 (Plan Processing and Content), Section 22-304 (Preliminary Plan Submission,

Resubmission, Review and Content), Subsection 22-304.3 is amended to add a new Subsubsection

22-304.3.J as follows:

J. Building Design Standards.

(1) Architectural elevations of buildings containing the following information shall

be provided.

Architectural elevations and drawings shall be presented in color and
illustrated to scale on 11” x 17” paper and in digital formats acceptable to East
Coventry Township.

. Architectural elevations shall depict the front, side and rear elevations

(schematic architectural drawings) of all proposed residential dwellings and
commercial principal buildings. All residential dwelling styles for a particular
community must be depicted.

Colors presented on architectural elevations shall be substantially similar to the
actual colors used during construction.

. Building materials presented on architectural elevations shall be substantially

similar to the actual building materials during construction.

Photos of existing homes and buildings taken from public rights of way within
150 feet of the development shall be included to depict the existing character
of the neighborhood.

(2) Residential Dwelling Design Standards.

a.
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All residential dwelling types shall be designed and presented to utilize multiple
types of building materials on the front fagade of the dwelling.

Whenever practical, all residential dwelling types shall have a primary entrance
in the front fagade, incorporate covered porches at the front entrance, offset
projections such as bay or box windows, pitched gabled, hip and mansard style
roofs, dormers and carriage style garage doors and windows.



SECTION VIILI. Severability

The provisions of this Ordinance are intended to be severable, and if any section, sentence,
ciause, part or provision hereof shall be held illegal, invalid or unconstitutional by any court of
competent jurisdiction, such decision of the court shall not affect or impair the remaining sections,
sentences, clauses, parts or provisions of this Ordinance. It is hereby declared to be the intent of the
Board that this Ordinance would have been adopted even if such illegal, invalid or unconstitutional
section, sentence, clause, part or provision had not been included herein.

SECTION IX. Failure to Enforce not a Waiver

The failure of the Township to enforce any provision of this Ordinance shall not constitute
a waiver by the Township of its rights of future enforcement hereunder.

SECTION X. Effective Date

This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its approval as required by

the law.
SECTION XI. Repealer

All other ordinances and resolutions or parts thereof insofar as they are inconsistent with this
Ordinance are hereby repealed.

ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Board of Supervisors of East Coventry Township,

Chester County, Pennsylvania, this 9" day of March, 2026.

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF
EAST COVENTRY TOWNSHIP
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NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that the Board of Supervisors of East Coventry Township, at its
public meeting on March 9, 2026 at 7:00 PM, in the Township Building, 855 Ellis Woods Road,
Pottstown, Pennsylvania 19465, will hold a public hearing and could vote to adopt an ordinance
entitled “Architectural Elevations Ordinance” amending The Codified Ordinances of East
Coventry Township, Chapter 22 (Subdivision and Land Development), Part 2 (Definitions),
Section 22-202 to add a new defined term architectural elevation; and amending Chapter 22
(Subdivision and Land Development), Part 3 (Plan Processing and Content), Section 22-304
(Preliminary Plan Submission, Resubmission, Review and Content), Subsections 22-304.1
(Complete Submission) to amend various subsubsections to provide for submission and
distribution requirements for architectural elevations submitted in connection with land
development plans; and amending Chapter 22 (Subdivision and Land Development), Part 3 (Plan
Processing and Content), Section 22-304 (Preliminary Plan Submission, Resubmission, Review
and Content), Subsection 22-304.2 (Review) to amend various subsubsections to provide for
review by township consultants, the township Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors
of architectural elevations submitted in connection with land development plans; and amending
Subsection 22-304.3 (Content) to add a new Subsubsection 22-304.3.J setting forth certain
regulations and requirements for architectural elevations submitted in connection with land

development plans.
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Copies of the full text of the proposed ordinance are available for examination during
normal business hours at the offices of The Pottstown Mercury, 307 Derstine Avenue, Lansdale
PA 19446 and the East Coventry Township Building, 855 Ellis Woods Road, Pottstown,
Pennsylvania 19465 where a copy of the proposed ordinance may be obtained for a charge not
greater than the cost thereof.

MARK A. HOSTERMAN, ESQUIRE
WISLER PEARLSTINE, LLP

Solicitor for East Coventry Township
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