MINUTES OF THE
EAST COVENTRY TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

MEETING HELD ON JANUARY 15, 2020
(Approved February 19, 2020)
The Planning Commission held their monthly meeting on Wednesday, January 15, 2020.  Present for the meeting were Walter Woessner, Kathryn Alexis and Lance Parson.  Larry Tietjen and Paul Lacon were absent.  Also present was Marjorie Brown, Township Solicitor.
Mr. Woessner called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. and the pledge was recited.
Ms. Brown asked to add two subjects to the agenda for tonight.  Mr. Woessner made a motion to accept the agenda with additional items from Ms. Brown.  Mrs. Alexis seconded the motion.  The motion carried with a 3-0-0 vote.
MINUTES
Due to a lack of a quorum, the December 18, 2019 minutes could not be approved at this time.

REORGANIZATION

Mr. Parson made a motion to nominate Mr. Woessner as Chair.  Mrs. Alexis seconded the motion.  The motion carried with a 3-0-0 vote.  Mr. Parson made a motion to nominate Mrs. Alexis as Vice-Chair.  Mr. Woessner seconded the motion.  The motion carried with a 3-0-0 vote. 

Mr. Woessner reappointed Susan Kutsch as Secretary and Marjorie Brown as the Township Solicitor.
The meeting dates and times for 2020 are the third Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm and are as follows:


January 15, 2020

February 19, 2020

March 18, 2020

April 15, 2020

May 20, 2020

June 17, 2020

July 15, 2020

August 19, 2020

September 16, 2020

October 21, 2020

November 18, 2020

December 16, 2020
CITIZEN COMMENTS
A citizen asked if the Planning Commission was going to review the sketch plans for 804 Vaughn Road that were submitted.  Ms. Brown stated that under the SALDO sketch plans submissions have to be submitted at least 14 days prior to the meeting date.  These were received two days before the meeting date so this will be on the Planning Commission’s February meeting agenda.
SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT
There was no subdivision and land development brought before the commission at this time.

ADDITIONAL ITEMS BROUGHT BEFORE THE COMMISSION

Consideration of Annual Report – Mr. Woessner stated he has some corrections to make to the annual report.  A discussion ensued regarding Mr. Woessner’s concerns pertaining to how the Board of Supervisors review waiver requests.  Ms. Brown stated that the Board of Supervisors are reviewing the waivers which are in the form of a Resolution that is presented to them.  A discussion then ensued regarding minor subdivisions, road improvements, sidewalks, sewer improvements, etc. and possible amendments.  Also, the Planning Commission discussed whether they should look into implementing an accommodation for Retail/Multi-Family Residential within the Township.
Ms. Brown stated we received the review letter from Chester County Planning Commission regarding the Vehicle Auction Ordinance that will have a hearing at the Board of Supervisors meeting on February 10, 2020.  Vehicle auctions will be permitted by right in the LI district rather than be by special exception.  The CCPC’s recommendation is to have it be by special exception.  She wanted them to see the letter and review their recommendations before the hearing.  The Planning Commission did not express interest in concurring with the CCPC’s recommendation.
Ms. Brown discussed some miscellaneous technical amendments. Regarding the garage amendment she wanted to make sure she has the correct changes, is the definition an accessory building or part of a principle building used for the storage of motor vehicles.  There was a question on the size of sheds, we had 400 square feet and the county said that was too big, they feel should be a maximum of 100 square feet.  The Planning Commission members said no, that’s too small and to keep it at 400 square feet.  Ms. Brown is going to update the definition for comprehensive plan as it is very old.  Mr. Flaharty has also brought to Ms. Brown’s attention there is a change in the zoning ordinance ANSI/EIA standards.  Landscaping, screening and buffering, mentions major subdivision but it doesn’t mention land development so she will make the change.  Regarding tract frontage standards, direct access to a public street, the access cannot be less than the minimum width required for rights-of-way.  Why can’t it be driveway standards for width, this needs to be changed. 
Ms. Brown stated that SBA Towers has withdrawn their land development application.
Northern Federation Update

Nothing to report at this time.
Historical Commission Update
Nothing to report at this time.
Pottstown Metropolitan Regional Planning Committee
Nothing to report at this time.

ADJOURNMENT

Mrs. Alexis moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:59 pm.  Mr. Parson seconded the motion.  The motion carried with a 3-0-0 vote.

Respectfully submitted,


Susan Kutsch

Secretary
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